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reference to the time when the winter solstice fell in
Shravana, and the Nakshatras were counted as begin-
ning with that constellation. This new arrangement is
mentioned as having been introduced by Vishwamitra,
"who created another world of his own, and made the
Nakshatras begin with Shravana," Adi Parva, Chapter
yi. The same beginning is referred to in the Ashwa-
medha Parva, Chapter 44. This must have been the
case according to Dixit's calculation about 459 B.C.
The receding of the winter solstice is due, as those
who are conversant with astronomy are well aware, to
the precession of the equinoxes, ?nd furnishes with very
reliable data in ftdng the limits, if not an actual date.
The present Mahabharata thus, which contains a refer-
ence to the Shravana beginning of the Nakshatras,
cannot be earlier than 450 B.C. {see Dixit's History of
Indian Astronomy, p. 14).
Dixit's very valuable work called "The History of
Indian Astronomy," referred to herein, has unfortu-
nately not yet been translated into English. Dixit's
deep researches in this subject, and his conclusions, are
generally unbiased and worthy of respectful considera-
tion. In one point, however, he seems to have been
misled, and we have to refer to it because it is relevant to
the inquiry now before us. It is admitted by all, and by
Dixit also, that the Mahabharata, as it is .at present,
makes no mention whatever of the Rashis (the division
of the ecliptic into twelve houses) and of the Varas (week
days). Dixit believes that the Rashis were invented
by Indian astronomers about 425 B.C. (p. 139, Dixit's
work). It seems, however, very probable that Dixit has